
  

 
 

 

San Francisco Bay Plan Amendment 
to Address Environmental Justice and 

Social Equity 

Clesi Bennett 
Coastal Planner 

January 24, 2019 

San Francisco Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission 



 

   

   

 
   

  

Processes leading to amendments 

1. Rising Sea Level Working Group (2013) 

2. Policies for a Rising Bay (2015 – 2016) 

3. Public Workshops on Rising Sea Level 
(2016-2017) 

• October 6, 2016: Vote to Adopt 8 Adaptation Actions 
• July 20, 2017: Adoption of Brief Descriptive Notices 

(Fill for Habitat and Environmental Justice) 



Upcoming Amendments 



 
 

 

 

  

Environmental Justice Bay Plan 
Amendment Process 

Initial Public Hearing: 
July 18, 2019 

January 17th & 
March/April, 2019 

Final Action: Sept 2019 
(assuming one hearing) 

Staff Planning Report: 
May, 2019 



 

  
  

 

 

 
 

   
 

Environmental Justice Bay Plan 
Amendment Process – Scoping 

and Organizing 

• EJ advocacy and community groups 

• State agencies 
• Regional 

agencies 
• Bay Area cities 

and counties 
• Development 

community Source: CA Coastal Commission 

• Community roundtable with State Lands Commission 
and Coastal Commission 



 

  

  

 

 

  
  

Environmental Justice Bay Plan 
Amendment Process – Background 

Research 

• Concepts and terms 

• Best practices and guiding principles 

• Community outreach and engagement 
strategies 

• EJ policy efforts around California 

• Topical policy areas 

• Leveraging resources: ART, GARE 



 1/17 Commissioner Workshop on EJ 



 Future Flooding will Impact
Vulnerable Communities 
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Project Goal 

Amend the San Francisco Bay Plan to 
incorporate principles of environmental justice 
and social equity into the planning, design, 
and permitting of shoreline projects in and 
along the San Francisco Bay. 



   

   
 

Bay Plan Policies Identified for 
Amendment 

• Public Access 

• Shoreline Protection 

• Mitigation 

• Potential New Section on Environmental Justice 
and Social Equity 



  

  

   

Policy challenges to be addressed 
• Public Access and Environmental Justice 

– Community involvement in design 
– Culturally appropriate 
– Language access 
– Maintenance and upkeep 
– Access to the public access 



 
 

  Policy challenges to be addressed 
• Shoreline Protection and Environmental Justice 

– Cost 
– Adjacent impacts 
– Community involvement 
– Contaminated lands 

Source: KQED 



  

  

  

Policy challenges to be addressed
• Mitigation and Environmental Justice

– Social impact mitigation
– Community involvement in all mitigation project

phases

Source: Port of San Francisco 



  

  
   

  
 

  
 

  

Policy challenges to be addressed 

• Further Issues to be explored in new Bay Plan 
section or other BCDC policies, plans, and 
procedures 

– Local economic development 
– Improved coordination with local governments and 

other state and regional agencies 
– Public process and meeting accessibility including 

language access 
– Internal workforce development 
– Staff training 



 
  

 

 

 
 

Questions for the ECRB 

• Do you see a connection between 
environmental justice/social equity and your 
role as the ECRB? 

• If so or if not, why? 

• How could the public be more integrated 
into the ECRB’s process? 



 

 

Thank you! 

Questions? Comments? 

Clesi Bennett 

clesi.bennett@bcdc.ca.gov 

mailto:clesi.bennett@bcdc.ca.gov
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